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ONE FUNCTION OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL IS THAT HE MAY 
PROVIDE ADVISORY OPINIONS OR INFORMAL ADVISORY OPINIONS

Official Opinions: Informal Opinions: 

• represent the Attorney General’s analysis of 
current law based on his thorough research 
of existing statutes, the Virginia and United 
States constitutions, and relevant court 
decisions. 

• published https://oag.state.va.us/citizen-
resources/opinions/official-opinions

• not “rulings” and do not create new law or 
change existing law

• are provided to the requestor only and 
confidential to the requestor.

• not published

• not “rulings” and do not create new law or 
change existing law

https://oag.state.va.us/citizen-resources/opinions/official-opinions


§ 2.2-505. OFFICIAL OPINIONS OF ATTORNEY GENERAL.

 B. Except in cases where an opinion is requested by the Governor or a member of the General 
Assembly, the Attorney General shall have no authority to render an official opinion unless the question 
dealt with is directly related to the discharge of the duties of the official requesting the opinion. Any 
opinion request to the Attorney General by an attorney for the Commonwealth or county, city 
or town attorney shall itself be in the form of an opinion embodying a precise statement of all 
facts together with such attorney's legal conclusions.



§ 2.2-505. OFFICIAL OPINIONS OF ATTORNEY GENERAL.

 B. Except in cases where an opinion is requested by the Governor or a 
member of the General Assembly, the Attorney General shall have no 
authority to render an official opinion unless the question dealt with is 
directly related to the discharge of the duties of the official requesting 
the opinion. Any opinion request to the Attorney General by an 
attorney for the Commonwealth or county, city or town attorney 
shall itself be in the form of an opinion embodying a precise 
statement of all facts together with such attorney's legal 
conclusions.



§ 2.2-505(B) IS A LIMITATION ON OPINIONS THAT ARE NOT 
REQUESTED BY THE GOVERNOR OR GENERAL ASSEMBLY MEMBER. 

Opinions not requested by the Governor or General Assembly 
member may only be issued by the Attorney General when the 
opinion request directly relates to the requestor’s official 
duties.



LOCAL GOVERNMENT LEVEL

 At the local level, it is the county, city or town attorney that 
may request an opinion

 Note: when a local government attorney requests an opinion it 
would need to be both: (1) directly related to official duties; and 
(2) in the form of an opinion embodying a precise 
statement of all facts together with such attorney’s legal 
conclusions



WEIGHT OF AN OFFICIAL OPINION

 The Virginia Supreme Court recognizes that the construction of the Virginia 
Constitution and the statutes of the Commonwealth by the Attorney General under 
section 2.2-505 “is of the most persuasive character and is entitled to due 
consideration.”  Barber v. City of Danville, 149 Va. 418, 424, 141 S.E. 126, 127 (1928). 

 The reality is that opinions issued by the Attorney General are given as much weight 
as a court, legislator, or any person wishes to give them. 



WEIGHT OF AN INFORMAL OPINION

 An informal opinion is not an opinion of the Attorney General.  And informal opinion 
represents the view of a counsel to the attorney general or a deputy or assistant 
attorney general.

 Understand and uphold the mission of the university

 Review/monitor performance of chief executive

 Therefore, informal opinions are not given the same status and weight as formal 
opinions of the Attorney General.  



SOMETIMES THERE ARE NO ANSWERS

There are many opinion requests that the Attorney 
General will decline to answer.



SITUATIONS WHERE THE OAG ABSTAINS FROM RENDERING AN 
OPINION TO AN OTHERWISE ELIGIBLE REQUESTER:

 Pending litigation

 Matter of purely local concern

 Matter best reviewed/determined by another body

 Not hypothetical facts

 Insufficient facts provided to formulate an accurate/complete answer

 Matter requires factual determinations



QUESTIONS?
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