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During an unprecedented time, NLC delivered 
unprecedented results for our members.

nlc.org/stateleague



• APRA was the last COVID-19 recovery package signed into 
law on March 11, 2021, with $1.9 trillion of programming for 
emergency stabilization and economic recovery

• Includes Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery Fund 
Grants (SLFRF)

• ARPA Fiscal Recovery Grants are not competitive – every city 
is entitled to one. However, these grants to come with 
significant new requirements and responsibilities

What is the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA)?





• NLC crafted and delivered a comment letter to the U.S. 
Department of the Treasury in July 2021, sharing feedback 
and concerns.

• Many positions addressed in the comment letter were either 
addressed in comments or enacted in the Final Rule. 

• (Example: municipal owed utilities revenue) 

• The Final Rule significantly expanded to cover both activities 
that grantees can do and provides significant new direction 
and examples of how to do it.

• Many expenditures that were implied in the IFR are allowed 
and spelled out in the Final Rule.

SLFRF Final Rule



Standard Allowance 

• Major victory for NLC and smaller communities across America

• Why is the standard allowance important?

• It allows a community to spend on government service with 
reduced reporting requirements, up to the amount of the grant 
not to exceed $10MM

• Unlocks potential for smaller communities 

• Update:

• Originally, this was a one-time election. NLC worked with 
Treasury to allow communities a second chance to elect the 
standard allowance if they did not elect it in April 2022 

SLFRF Final Rule Update



Buy America Preference

• What is Buy America?

• Starting on May 14, 2022, the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) 
released guidance that expands the definition of what qualifies as 
infrastructure under the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) or Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA)

• The new Buy America Preference regulations applies to all infrastructure 
projects funded with federal money, whether or not the project is funded 
monies from BIL

• While this is a termed a preference, it is essentially a requirement as the 
guidance is written 

SLFRF Final Rule Update



Buy America Preference
• What is Buy America as it relates to BIL and OMB Regulations?

• “Infrastructure projects” is defined to broadly include not just structures, 

facilities, and equipment for traditional infrastructure (e.g., roads, bridges, 

and public transportation), but also water systems, electrical transmission 

facilities, utilities, broadband infrastructure, and facilities related to the 

generation, distribution, and transportation of energy (e.g., electric vehicle 

charging).  

• “Infrastructure” includes articles, materials, and supplies that are 

consumed in, incorporated into, and affixed to an infrastructure project, 

but not equipment and furnishings that are not an integral part of or 

permanently affixed to the finished structure.  

SLFRF Final Rule Update



Buy America Preference

• Treasury’s recent FAQ issued in July states:

• SLFRF is not subject to Buy America Preference if a project funded is 
fund solely with SLFRF dollars 

• However, SLFRF dollars are subject to Buy America if it blended or 
braided with the other federal agencies administering federal financial 
assistance, pending waivers

SLFRF Final Rule Update



Buy America Preference

• Why is this important for Cities, Towns and Villages? 

• Local governments that elected loss revenue either by choosing 
the standard allowance or by using the formula to calculate lost 
revenue can use those funds to meet the non-federal cost-share 
or matching requirements of other federal programs (i.e., use 
SLFRF as leverage) 

• Now, with the Buy America Preference, using SLFRF for 
leverage becomes more cumbersome 

SLFRF Final Rule Update



Housing Update

• The Final Rule allows recipients under the negative 
economic impact provision to use their SLFRF dollars on 
housing 

• Last month, Treasury after hearing from stakeholders, 
including NLC, vastly expanded the presumptive eligible 
uses under the program 

• Now it can be used with the Low-Income Housing Tax 
Credit;  and the Public Housing Capital Fund; just two 
examples

SLFRF Final Rule Update



Key NLC ARPA Resources

Local Government ARPA 
Investment Tracker

Using Federal Uniform 
Guidance for American Rescue 
Plan Act Local Recovery Funds 





• President Biden signed the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA), more 
commonly known as the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law (BIL), on November 15, 
2021

• BIL includes $1.2 trillion for America's 
infrastructure - including $550 billion in 
new funding

• This BIL marks historic access for local 
governments to federal 
infrastructure programs 

• We are now nine months into a 5-year 
sprint of federal infrastructure programs 

America's Bipartisan Infrastructure Law



The federal government cannot build a 

better America alone – it needs local, 

regional, and state leadership to act as 

coordinators and apply for transformative

infrastructure funding that your city can 

access directly and through partnership

Partnership



Begin your infrastructure journey…

• Which programs are right for my community?

• What is the timeline and cadence of the programs/ 
grants we are seeking?

• Who do I need or want to partner with to apply or 
make my case?

• How does the infrastructure investment strengthen 
equity, and how can that be measured?

• Are local government staff prepared for the federal 
procurement process or do they need training?



Join us: Local Infrastructure Hub



White House BIL Resources - www.build.gov



Improves Water Systems

High-Speed Internet Access

Better Roads and Bridges

Investments in Public Transit

Upgrade Airports and Ports

Investments in Passenger Rail

Network of EV Chargers

Upgrade Power Infrastructure

Resilient Infrastructure

Investments in Environment

What’s In the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL)

Improves Water Systems

High-Speed Internet Access

Better Roads and Bridges

Investments in Public Transit

Upgrade Airports and Ports

Investments in Passenger Rail

Network of EV Chargers

Upgrade Power Infrastructure

Resilient Infrastructure

Investments in Environment





• NLC Update: Your Infrastructure 
Questions Answered

• NLC Summary: What's in the 
Infrastructure Bill for Cities

• Best Infrastructure Grants for 
Small Cities

• "Ready to Rebuild" Webinar 
Series

• Infrastructure Insights 
DashboardHold Your Phone's Camera Up to the QR 

Code to Visit NLC's Ready to Rebuild Site

NLC BIL Resources





Local Access to Competitive Funding 
• NEW: Safe Streets and Roads for All: $6 billion for 

local safety planning and programs

• Increases funding for the popular RAISE program to 
$7.5 billion ($1.5 billion per year) and the INFRA 
program to $8 billion ($1.6 billion per year)

• NEW: Rural Surface Transportation Grant - $2 billion

• NEW: Culvert removal, replacement and restoration -
$1 billion 

Transit ($106.9B)
• $23 billion for the Capital Investment Grants program 

• $5.25 billion for the Low-No Emissions vehicle 
program 

Rail ($66B)
• Increases the Consolidated Rail Infrastructure and 

Safety Improvements (CRISI) grant program to $5 
billion ($1 billion/year) 

• $250 million Restoration and Enhancement Grants

BIL - Transportation

Highways/Bridges ($351B)
• NEW: $16 billion bridge grant program 

• NEW: Rural Surface Transportation Grant Program: 
$2 billion 

• NEW: $350 million for a Wildlife Crossings Pilot 
Program 

• NEW: $500 million for Healthy Streets Program, 
grants to deploy cool/porous pavements and expand 
tree cover

• NEW: $7.5 billion for EV Charing Stations with a $5B 
in formula funding and $2.5B in EV grant program to 
support 500,00 strong EV Charging Station Network 

• NEW: $1 billion for the Active Transportation 
Infrastructure Investment Program 

Aviation
• NEW: $5 billion Airport Terminal Modernization 

Program

• $15 billion for the Airport Improvement Program (AIP)





• $11.713 billion over five years for the Clean Water State Revolving Loan Fund (traditional)

• 49% principal forgiveness/grants

• $11.713 billion over five years for the Drinking Water State Revolving Loan Fund 
(traditional)

• 49% principal forgiveness/grants

• $15 billion over five years for lead pipe replacement projects through the Drinking Water 
State Revolving Loan Fund

• 49% principal forgiveness/grants

• $10 billion over five years for grants to address emerging contaminants and PFAS 
drinking water contamination

• $1 billion through the Clean Water State Revolving Loan Fund

• $4 billion through the Drinking Water State Revolving Loan Fund

• $5 billion for underserved communities

BIL – Water Infrastructure



• Strengthening Infrastructure Against Extreme Weather Events

• $500 million for grants and loans to local communities facing rising water levels, coastal 
erosion and flooding (STORM Act)

• $3.5 billion for the FEMA Flood Mitigation Assistance program

• $1 billion for the FEMA Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC) Program

• Reducing Greenhouse Gas Emissions from Transportation

• $5 billion for states for a National Electric Vehicle Formula Program for charging infrastructure 
network buildout

• $2.5 billion for competitive grants for EV charging and fueling infrastructure

• $5 billion for the replacement of existing school buses with zero emission and clean school 
buses

• Investing in Clean Energy

• $550 million for the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant

• $225 million for grants for implementing updated building energy codes

• $3.5 billion for the Weatherization Assistance Program

BIL – Climate Change and Resilience



• Brownfields Revitalization – $1.5 billion over five years to scale-up community-led brownfields 
revitalization. These funds will help local leaders assess, clean up and put back into productive reuse 
blighted and polluted sites in communities, thereby spurring job creation and economic redevelopment.

• First round Multi-purpose grants, Cleanup grants, Assessment grants due Nov. 2022

• Solid Waste Infrastructure for Recycling Grants – $275 million over five years for improving local 
waste management systems. This is a new grant program focused on funding innovative approaches to 
solid waste management.

• Grant guidance expected Sept. 2022

• Reduce, Reuse, Recycle Education and Outreach Grant Program – $75 million over five years to 
decrease contamination in the recycling stream. This is a new grant program focused on recycling 
education and outreach.

• Grant guidance expected Sept. 2022

BIL – Environmental Cleanup and Recycling





• Broadband Infrastructure, Digital Equity and Affordability

• Over $65 billion split across FCC, NTIA, USDA

• Cybersecurity

• $120 million for the Cyber Response and Recovery Act

• $1 billion over 4 years for the State and Local Cybersecurity Grant 
Program

• $250 million Rural and Municipal Utility Advanced Cybersecurity Grant 
and Technical Assistance Program

Bipartisan Infrastructure Law: Broadband & Cybersecurity



• $14.2B program authorized and funded in BIL

• Administered by Federal Communications Commission (FCC) & Universal Service Administrative Company 
(USAC)

• Program launched December 31, 2021, final rules adopted January 14, 2022

• Provides $30 monthly discount on broadband service for qualifying households ($70 if on qualifying Tribal 
lands), as well as a 1-time discount of $100 for a qualifying device

• Household qualifications (must meet at least one): 
• Has an income that is at or below 200% of the federal poverty guidelines; or

• Participates in certain assistance programs, such as SNAP, Medicaid, Federal Public Housing Assistance, SSI, WIC, or Lifeline;

• Participates in Tribal specific programs, such as Bureau of Indian Affairs General Assistance, Tribal TANF, or Food 
Distribution Program on Indian Reservations;

• Is approved to receive benefits under the free and reduced-price school lunch program or the school breakfast program, 
including through the USDA Community Eligibility Provision in the 2019-2020, 2020-2021, or 2021-2022 school year;

• Received a Federal Pell Grant during the current award year; or

• Meets the eligibility criteria for a participating provider's existing low-income program.

The Affordable Connectivity Program (ACP)



NLC Digital Equity Resources

Digital Equity Playbook & 
Webinar Series

Broadband Expansion Through 
Middle Mile Infrastructure





• $369 billion (~$89B in spending and ~$271B in tax credits) 
related to climate change and clean energy

• Will reduce greenhouse gas emission by 40% by 2030. Paris Climate Accords 
sets a target of 50% by 2030.

• Key areas of spending are:
• Improving Building Stock through Energy Efficiency and Zero-

Emission Electricity Generation, such as $1 billion for improving 
energy efficiency, water efficiency or climate resilience of affordable 
housing.

• Reducing Emissions in the Transportation Sector, such as 
$3 billion for loans to build new clean vehicle manufacturing 
facilities and $2 billion in grants to retool existing auto 
manufacturing facilities to manufacture clean vehicles.

Inflation Reduction Act



• Key Areas of Spending Are:

•Reducing Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Improving 
Air Quality, such as $3 billion for Environmental and Climate 
Justice Block Grants for community led projects in 
disadvantaged communities and community capacity building 
centers to address disproportionate environmental and public 
health harms related to pollution and climate change.

•Natural Resources, Agriculture and Community 
Resilience, such as $5 billion in grants to support healthy, fire 
resilient forests, forest conservation and urban tree planting.

Inflation Reduction Act



NLC IRA Resources

Clean Energy Project 
Eligibility for Local 

Governments ("Direct Pay" 
provision explained)

Climate and Clean Energy 
Provisions for Local 

Governments in the IRA



• Send a letter to Congress urging them to 
pass ARPA flex and keep helplines open 
for recovery in cities and towns.

• Call your Senator to STOP the passage of 
an unfunded mandate local governments

TAKE ACTION ON CRITICAL PRIORITIES



NLC Report Release: 2022 City Fiscal Conditions



Let NLC deliver for your city with: 

• Advocacy Support 
• Peer Networking 
• National Leadership 
• Education + Training 
• Hands-On Assistance 
• Community Discounts
• And more! 

Learn more at nlc.org/stateleague



Membership Regions

Katie Colten
South Region
kcolten@nlc.org | (202) 626-3160

Kirk Ross
West Region

ross@nlc.org | (202) 626-3093

Alejandra Piers-Torres
Midwest Region
piers-torres@nlc.org | (202) 626-3160

Timothy Evans
Northeast/Mid-Atlantic Region
evans@nlc.org | (202) 626-3014



citysummit.nlc.org

FOR THE LATEST PROMOTIONS AND 
DISCOUNTS IN REGISTRATION PLEASE VISIT



@LEAGUEOFCITIES
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